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Recommendation to decision-maker

1. To give approval to suspend rent due to the Council by specific occupiers of 
Council premises for the following organisations: Community Groups, small 
businesses and franchisees at the Arts Centre.
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1 The Purpose of the Report
1.1 In response to the current economic difficulties caused by the Covid 19 pandemic, the 

recommendation is to suspend rental and service charges for the next financial quarter 
(April – June 2020) in respect of community groups, small businesses and the catering 
franchises that operate from the Arts Centre venues.  These groupings have been 
identified due to their financial vulnerability and difficulties to meet financial obligations 
whilst not trading or inability to provide community services.

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny
2.1 The Chairman of the Finance, Economic Development and Corporate Services Overview 

and Scrutiny Committee has been consulted in accordance with the procedures set out in 
the Council’s Constitution for decisions made under general exception and special 
urgency measures; he has confirmed that he is happy for the decision to be taken under 
these provisions. The Chairman of the Council has also been consulted and she has 
confirmed that she is happy for the decision to be taken as urgent and that there should be 
no right of call-in. 

3 Available Options Considered
3.1 The alternative option is not to suspend rental that will be due but there is a concern that 

given the nature of these small organisations they will not be a financial position to support 
the rent that will be due.

4 Preferred Option
4.1 The preferred option is the recommendation as set out in the report.

5 Reasons for the Recommendation (s)
5.1 The reasons are stated in the report.

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision
6.1 If the recommendation is approved, the eligible organisations will be contacted to notify 

them of the decision that has been made and the rent will be suspended.

7 Financial Implications 
7.1 The financial cost will be £70.1k for one quarter.  As the recommendation is suspension 

only, then the rent will be payable at a later date once the current crisis has subsided.

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim Director of Finance

8 Legal and Governance Implications 
8.1 The provisions within the Constitution with regard to general exception, special urgency 

and the call-in of urgent decisions has been followed. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Jo Toomey, Head of Governance

9 Equality and Safeguarding implications
9.1 There are no equality or safeguarding implications arising as a result of this decision.



10 Risk and mitigation
10.1 Risk has been considered in the preparation of this report and no high risks have been 

identified. 

11 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 
Council’s declaration of a climate emergency?

11.1 This decision will not have a carbon impact. 
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